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MEETING 

In the meeting held with the participation of Saruhanlı Holding and representatives from Istanbul 

Aydın University — Dean of the Faculty of Engineering Prof. Dr. Hasan SAYGIN, Head of the 

Department of Mechanical Engineering Prof. Dr. Behiye YÜKSEL, Head of the Department of 

Electrical and Electronics Engineering Prof. Dr. Osman YILDIRIM, Prof. Dr. Erol AKATA, and 

Assist. Prof. Dr. Vedat ÖZTÜRK — opportunities for developing joint projects were discussed, 

and potential areas of collaboration aimed at strengthening university–industry cooperation were 

evaluated. 

BOOK STUDY AND MEETING 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hasan Volkan ORAL has reached an agreement with Elsevier Publishing for 

the book project entitled “Insights and Strategies for Implementation of Industrial Symbiosis.” 

He will serve as the chief editor of this work, leading an international editorial team consisting 

of academics from Portugal, Norway, and North Macedonia. The book project, which is 

expected to make significant contributions to current approaches and implementation strategies 

in the field of industrial symbiosis, was also discussed in a review meeting held with Elsevier. 

In addition, Assoc. Prof. Dr. ORAL attended the Circular AI project meeting on behalf of the 

Faculty of Engineering. 
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CONFERENCE 

Dr. Tevfik Denizhan MÜFTÜOĞLU from the Department of Civil Engineering (English) attended the 

13th International New York Conference on Evolving Trends in Interdisciplinary Research & Practices, 

held in New York on 15–18 March 2026, in person. With his study titled “Decoding Rainfall Drivers: A 

SHAP-Supported Machine Learning Approach,” Dr. MÜFTÜOĞLU demonstrated that machine 

learning should be regarded not merely as a popular trend, but as an effective engineering tool for 

analyzing complex variables in watershed hydrology, improving accuracy in peak discharge predictions, 

and supporting the design of hydraulic structures resilient to extreme weather events. In addition to 

participating in the conference program, he also visited Cornell, Columbia, Pace, and CUNY universities. 

 

ACTIVITY 

Research Assistant Sedat ARI from the Department of Software Engineering at Istanbul Aydın 

University met with students at the “Academy Days” event organized by Private Sultan Fatih Educational 

Institutions on 17 February 2026 and delivered an introductory seminar on the software engineering 

profession. During the event, the role of software engineering in today’s technology, software 

development processes, and the competencies required for students planning a career in this field were 

discussed. 
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WEBINAR 

A webinar titled “Soil as a Seismic Isolator: The Earthquake Energy Damping Performance of Jet 

Grouting Applications” was held in collaboration with the Department of Civil Engineering at Istanbul 

Aydın University and the Disaster Education, Application and Research Center (AFAM). 

ACTIVITIES 

• The application for the DigUmanity project under Erasmus+ KA220 was completed through the 

partnership of Software Engineering at Istanbul Aydın University (Türkiye) with institutions from 

Germany, Serbia, and Italy.  

• Prof. Dr. Ferdi SÖNMEZ served as a team leader in accreditation and self-evaluation studies at 

the IAU Faculty of Education, led consensus meetings within the scope of his membership in the 

European Union Innovation Commission, and carried out duties as a reviewer and commercial 

reviewer under TÜBİTAK. In addition, the Codeverse Club, founded and managed by students 

of the Department of Software Engineering under his advisorship, held the launch of the UNİDES 

project supported by the Ministry of Trade.  

• Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hasan Volkan ORAL has been appointed by TÜBİTAK as a panelist and 

rapporteur in the calls for Türkiye–Greece bilateral cooperation projects. 


