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4th ICDS Symposium Call for Papers 

Announced

The fourth edition of the International Communication, Digitalization,

and Society Symposium, organized by the Faculty of

Communication at Istanbul Aydın University in collaboration with

Zagreb School of Business and Mykolas Romeris University, will be

held in a hybrid format on April 28–29–30, 2026, under the theme

“From Democracy to Infocracy.” Centered around the motto “Truth in

the Optimized Society,” the symposium aims to bring together

academics in particular, as well as civil society actors, artists,

industry professionals, and doctoral and master’s students, to foster

interdisciplinary dialogue.

The News of Faculty
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5. Haliç GoldenHorn Film Festival

With the collaboration of our faculty, the 5th Haliç GoldenHorn Film

Festival was held at our university between 10–12 December 2025. Over

the course of three days, students fully experienced the magic of cinema

through special screenings, inspiring meetings with directors, and a

variety of events.

The News of Faculty
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5. Haliç Goldenhorn Film Festival Events

On the first day of the 5th Haliç Goldenhorn International Film Festival,

organized under the Faculty of Communication at Istanbul Aydın

University, two separate talks were held. In the first workshop of the

day, the renowned artist Murat Evgin met with students and conducted

an inspiring session on how film and television series music is

produced. Another talk held on the same day featured actors Yosi

Mizrahi and Aybars Kuday, who engaged in a pleasant and sincere

discussion with our students and academic staff. On the second day of

the festival, in addition to film screenings, the “Actor Directing

Workshop” was conducted by Prof. Dr. Sabri Özaydın, while the

“Photography Workshop” was presented by Mehmet Özşimşek.

The News of Faculty
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5. Haliç Goldenhorn Film Festival Award 

Ceremony

The award ceremony of the 5th Haliç Goldenhorn

International Film Festival, hosted this year by the Faculty

of Communication at Istanbul Aydın University, was held

successfully. With the participation of 43 films from 35

countries, the festival served as a significant platform

reflecting our university’s international vision in the fields of

art, communication, and creative industries.

The News of Faculty
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The News of Faculty 5

Second Place Award for Our University

Our Department of Public Relations and Promotion has once again

earned second place in the Young Communicators Category of the

Golden Compass Turkey Public Relations Awards, organized for the

23rd time this year by the Public Relations Association of Turkey

(TÜHİD), with the project “PR Is Done Best by PR Professionals!”.

Prepared under the supervision of Department Chair Assoc. Prof.

Deniz Akbulut, the project was awarded during the ceremony held on

Monday evening, December 1. We congratulate our senior students

Seren Terzioğlu and Nida Özkan on their achievement and wish them

continued success.



iauif www.aydin.edu.tr 444 1 428

6

İLEDAK Accreditation Evaluation Visit

The News of Faculty

The accreditation evaluation visits for the Journalism,

Radio, Television and Cinema, Television Journalism and

Programming, and New Media and Communication

programs, which applied for accreditation within our

faculty, were conducted by İLEDAK evaluation teams

between December 15–17, 2025.
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PhD Dissertation Defense

Research Assistant Elif İNCEİSMAİL of the Department of

Advertising has successfully completed her doctoral

dissertation titled “An Examination of the Relationship

Between Intrinsic Spirituality and Attitudes Toward Spiritual

Consumption in Turkey” at the Department of Advertising,

Graduate School of Social Sciences, Ege University, and

has been awarded the title of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD).

We congratulate her and wish her continued success in her

academic career.

The News of Faculty
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Erasmus+ Staff Exchange

Within the scope of the Erasmus+ Staff Exchange

program, we hosted Dr. Arina-Corduta Neagu, a faculty

member of the Faculty of Communication at

Universitatea Babeș-Bolyai in Cluj-Napoca, along with

an international office representative, at our faculty on

December 4, 2025. Following a meeting in which future

joint projects and collaboration opportunities were

discussed with the Dean of the Faculty of

Communication, Prof. Dr. Aybike Serttaş, and the Faculty

Erasmus Coordinator, Assoc. Prof. Gonca Yıldırım Öge,

a faculty tour was organized.

The News of Faculty
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GÜL–GEÇ Cartoon Exhibition

The GÜL–GEÇ Cartoon Exhibition opened on December 23, 2025, at

İstanbul Aydın University’s Galeri Aydın, featuring a curated selection

of cartoons by artist Sevda Deniz Anıl. The exhibition explores the

thought-provoking dimension of humor that entertains while inviting

reflection, addressing everyday life and collective memory through the

axis of laughing–pausing–moving on. The exhibition was curated by

Research Assistant A. Ayşenur Çelimli Akgül and Research Assistant

Oğuzhan Altunkurt from the IAU Department of Advertising. We would

like to extend our thanks to Rector’s Advisor Prof. Dr. Füsun Terzioğlu

for attending the opening, as well as to the doyen of cartoon art Tan

Oral, Elif Aydoğdu Oral, and the artist’s family.

The News of Faculty
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Workshop

With the narration of artist Sevda Deniz Anıl, as part of the

GÜL–GEÇ Cartoon Exhibition, our students and academics

came together at the cartoon workshop organized by the

Faculty of Communication of Istanbul Aydın University on 23

December 2025 at the IAU TEKMER Office. In the

workshop, which focused on the communicative and artistic

dimensions of humor, participants had the opportunity to

experience the expressive power of cartoons and their

production process through hands-on practice.

The News of Faculty
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The Short Film “Galaksinin Tezenesi” 

Returned from Festivals with Two Awards

Advertising Department faculty member Dr. Semih Ellialtı’s

short film “Galaksinin Tezenesi,” which he directed, returned

from festivals this month with two awards. Supported by the

Republic of Türkiye Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the film

won the Best Editing award at the 13th International Silk

Road Film Festival and received the Third Place Award at the

6th Istanbul International Nartugan Film Festival.

The News of Faculty
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World Cinema Screenings

The first event of the World Cinema Screenings organized by

the İAÜ Aydın Film Workshop was held on December 22. The

Spanish film Novembre met audiences in the Orange Hall,

followed by a post-screening discussion in which the film was

critically evaluated. The second screening of the series in

December took place on December 29 in the Purple Hall with

The Seventh Seal. In the post-screening discussion, the film

was examined through its historical and philosophical

dimensions.

The News of Faculty



iauif www.aydin.edu.tr 444 1 428

13

Office of Science Communication

The third of the Science Communication Meetings

organized by the Office of Science Communication was

held on December 3, with the participation of our Vice

Rector, Prof. Dr. Füsun Terzioğlu, and the Dean of the

Faculty of Communication, Prof. Dr. Aybike Serttaş, at

Istanbul Aydın University. The meeting was also attended

by Assoc. Prof. Olcay Uçak, Assoc. Prof. Umut Bedir,

Assist. Prof. Cem Gülcan, and Assist. Prof. Mert Can Atar

from our faculty.

The News of Faculty
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Education

“Effective Communication and Active Listening” training

was conducted by Dr. Hüseyin Kazan, a faculty

member of the Department of Journalism, within the

scope of the Training Development Program of the

Human Resources Directorate at Istanbul Aydın

University.

Department of Journalism
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Thesis Defense Jury

Assoc. Prof. Sertaç Kaya, Head of the Department of

Journalism, served on the doctoral dissertation defense jury of

Yılmaz Öztürk at İstinye University.

Department of Journalism
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Education

Journalism Department faculty member Dr. Hüseyin Kazan

delivered a training session at Ankara Güven Hospital titled

“From Organizational Culture to Effective Communication:

Strategies That Advance Patient Satisfaction.” Within the

scope of the training, role-playing exercises, group work, and

interactive activities were conducted.

Department of Journalism
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Department of Public Relations and 

Publicity

17

Conference Presentations

The 9th Alaeddin Asna Symposium on Communication and Public Relations was held

on 2–3 December 2025 under the theme “Public Relations and Sustainability:

Communication Strategies for Building the Future,” hosted by the Department of Public

Relations and Promotion at the Faculty of Communication, Istanbul Bilgi University. At

the symposium, faculty members from our department presented the following papers:

Assoc. Prof. Deniz Akbulut and Dr. Evrim Al, “The Ethical Crisis of Corporate

Sustainability Discourses: A Conceptual Framework of Bluewashing Practices”; Dr.

Birgül Üstünbaş Erdoğan, “The Impact of Sustainability Education on Public Relations

Students’ Perceptions and Understanding of the Profession”; and Dr. Metin Enes

Dönmez, “Examining Regulatory Impact Analyses from a Lobbying Perspective within

the Context of Sustainability Communication: The Case of the Resource, Environment,

and Climate Association.”
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Department of Public Relations and 

Publicity

18

Event

Second-year students of the Department of Public Relations

and Publicity met with Mr. Aydın Sün, CEO of Faselis, within

the scope of the Media Relations course taught by Dr. Engin

Başçı. The event, titled “Media Relations from Past to

Present,” provided valuable insights, and we would like to

extend our sincere thanks to Mr. Aydın Sün for his

contributions.
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Department of Public Relations and 

Publicity

19

16th Corporate Responsibility Summit

The 16th Corporate Responsibility Summit, organized by the

Corporate Responsibility Association of Turkey (TKSD), was held

on Friday, December 5, 2025, at Feriye. At the summit, where

our Department Chair, Assoc. Prof. Deniz Akbulut, served as a

jury member in the Environmental Category, expert speakers and

industry stakeholders came together, and organizations that

added value to sustainability were awarded. Additionally, our PR

workshop members Ebrar Zafer, Irmak Nisa Obuz, Elif Çetin, and

Nisa Başıbüyük took part in the event.
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Department of Public Relations and 

Publicity

20

Basic Disaster Awareness Training

Students from the Department of Public Relations and Publicity

came together with expert trainers from the Disaster Affairs and

Risk Management Directorate of Beylikdüzü Municipality at an

event titled “Basic Disaster Awareness Training.” We would like

to thank Mr. Birol Mete, Barış Türk, and Sinem Dikici for the

valuable information they shared.
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Department of Public Relations and 

Publicity

21

Doctoral Qualifying Examination

Public Relations and Publicity Department Research Assistant

Emir Aksoy has successfully passed the PhD qualifying

examination in the Public Relations and Publicity program at

Istanbul University Institute of Social Sciences. We congratulate

him and wish him continued success in his academic career.
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Department of Public Relations and 

Publicity

22

Academic Publication

The article titled “Communication Management in a Disaster:

The February 6 Earthquakes in Türkiye – A Case Study” by our

Head of Department, Assoc. Prof. Deniz Akbulut, and Lecturer

Dr. Serhat Yılmaz has been published in the Sakarya Journal of

Communication.
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Department of Public Relations and 

Publicity

23

Jury Membership

Our Head of Department, Assoc. Prof. Deniz Akbulut, will serve as a jury

member at the PRİDA 2025 Communication Awards, which are designed

and organized by the Communication Consultancy Companies

Association (İDA).
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Department of Radio, Television and 

Cinema

24

Workshop

Sony Alpha Training Manager and content creator

Aykut Kılıç met with students at the Istanbul Aydın

University Faculty of Communication’s Applied

Television Studio, where he conducted an engaging

and educational workshop.
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Department of Radio, Television and 

Cinema

25

Presantation

Lecturer Ahmet Berk Duman presented a paper entitled “In Search of

Subjective–Objective Transformation: Urban Space, Memory, and the

Exceptional Condition of the Aging Body in Cinema” at the 4th

International Film Studies Symposium.
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Department of Radio, Television and 

Cinema

26

Interview

Lecturer Volkan Budak from the Department of Radio,

Television, and Cinema participated in a talk titled “Visual

Storytelling in Volkan Budak’s Films: Eksik & Yaban”, held on

Tuesday, December 23, at the Gedik Vocational School

Drawing Workshop.
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Department of Radio, Television and 

Cinema

27

Presantation

Our department’s Lecturer, Ahmet Berk Duman, presented his

paper on the film Twelve Monkeys (Terry Gilliam, 1995) at the

2nd Interdisciplinary Student Symposium titled “Sustainability

and Emerging Technologies,” hosted by İstinye University

Faculty of Economics, Administrative and Social Sciences, and

organized in collaboration with the International Sustainability

Application and Research Center.
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Department of Visual Communication 

Design

28

Academic Publication

Department Chair Assoc. Prof. Veli Boztepe’s article titled

“Framing the COVID-19 Pandemic: A Content Analysis of

Television News in Turkey” has been published in the

Beykoz Akademi Journal.
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“Galaksinin Tezenesi” Short Film Holds Its 

International and Asian Premiere in the 

Philippines

The short film Galaksinin Tezenesi, directed by Dr. Semih

Ellialtı, a faculty member of the Department of Advertising,

held both its international premiere and Asian premiere at

the 12th Bakunawa Fantastic Film Festival, the largest

genre film festival in the Philippines. The film has also been

selected as a finalist to compete this month at the Trabzon

Film Festival, supported by the Republic of Türkiye Ministry

of Culture and Tourism, as well as at the 8th Siirt

International Short Film Festival.

Department of Advertising
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Event

On Monday, 1 December, at an event moderated by

Assoc. Prof. Gonca Yıldırım Öge, Yılmaz Erman Anıt—

Co-Founder and Creative Director of DifferentGuys—

met with our students. During the event, our

distinguished guest discussed the production processes

behind the advertising projects he has worked on and,

together with our students, evaluated the role of artificial

intelligence in the field of advertising and its future

prospects.

Department of Advertising
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Event

Asst Prof. İlkay Burak Taşkıran conducted a Writing and

Content Creation for Social Media Workshop with our

students. In the third session of the workshop, held with

the participation of Dr. Cem Gülcan and Research

Assistant Ayşenur Çelimli, our students learned the key

principles of producing effective texts and content for

social media. At the end of the session, second-year

student Emine Yağmur Akçiçek was appointed as the

coordinator of the social media and content team.

Department of Advertising
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Event

On Thursday, December 4, as part of our event titled “The Attention

War in the Age of Noise,” moderated by Lect. Cem Arıdağ, Aykut

İbrişim, co-founder of Poddict and Kodluyoruz, joined us.

Department of Advertising
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Event

In our event moderated by Assoc. Prof. Gonca Yıldırım Öge,

CampFire İstanbul Founder & Creative Director Yiğit

Ayvazoğlu met with our students. Throughout the event, our

distinguished guest shared his professional experience with

the students, providing valuable insights into the structure

and operational dynamics of advertising agencies.

Department of Advertising 33
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Campaign Presentation

Within the scope of the Advertising Workshop course

led by the Head of the Department of Advertising,

Assoc. Prof. Gonca Yıldırım Öge, students delivered

presentations of the campaigns they developed in

line with the briefs they received from Serdesin

Advertising Agency for Hyundai and CKM Cinema.

Department of Advertising 34
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Colors Of Marketing

We were invited to Colors of Marketing 2025, one of the most

creative events in the marketing world, held on December 9–10

this year. At this event, which we attended together with our

students and with the participation of Assoc. Prof. Gonca Yıldırım

Öge and Res. Asst. A. Ayşenur Çelimli Akgül, we had the

opportunity to gain a closer insight into the marketing industry

through comprehensive content addressing the impact of artificial

intelligence on humans and media, brand transformation through

technology, brand creation shaped by social benefit, and the

behind-the-scenes processes of advertising.

Department of Advertising 35
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Awards Ceremony

Assoc. Prof. Gonca Yıldırım Öge, Head of the Department of

Advertising, attended the 16th Turkey Corporate

Responsibility Summit and the Companies Adding Value to

Sustainability Awards Ceremony, held on December 5, 2025,

as a board member of the Corporate Responsibility

Association of Turkey.

Department of Advertising 36
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Brand Council Event

Assoc. Prof. Gonca Yıldırım Öge, Head of the Department

of Advertising, attended the members’ meeting of the

Brand Council—of which she is a board member—on

December 6, 2025. At the meeting, the year 2025 was

reviewed and projects planned for 2026 were discussed.

Department of Advertising 37
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“Super Brain Theory” Talk

Assoc. Prof. Gonca Yıldırım Öge, Head of the Department

of Advertising, participated in the “Super Brain Theory” talk

held at Brandmap BookClub, upon the invitation of Tchibo

Türkiye and Brandmap, in her capacity as a Member of

the Board of Directors of the Brand Council.

Department of Advertising 38
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Jury Membership

Assoc. Prof. Gonca Yıldırım Öge, Head of the Department of

Advertising, participated as a jury member in the thesis

monitoring committee meeting of Fatih Çelik, a PhD candidate in

the Department of Public Relations and Publicity at Istanbul

University, held on December 11.

Department of Advertising
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Jury Membership

Advertising Department Chair Assoc. Prof. Gonca Yıldırım

Öge served as a member of the jury for the doctoral qualifying

examinations of Muhammet Emin Şimşek, Selin Dizbay, and

Ece Demirkapu, PhD candidates in the Department of Public

Relations and Publicity at the Faculty of Communication,

Istanbul University, on December 18, 2025.

Department of Advertising 40
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The New Episode of Brand Compass Has Been Released

The eighth episode of Brand Compass, moderated by Assoc. Prof. Gonca

Yıldırım Öğe, Head of the Advertising Department at Istanbul Aydın

University, and produced in collaboration with the Brand Council, featured

Mehmet Kaya, founder of Neuro Reflect Neuromarketing Agency and

Deeper Strategy Growth Agency, as its guest. The episode is available on

the IAU Advertising Workshop YouTube channel and on the Brand

Compass Spotify account.

Department of Advertising
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Academic Publication

The article titled “Motivation of Public Relations Professionals to Use

Artificial Intelligence: A Study on Türkiye”, co-authored by Assoc. Prof.

Gonca Yıldırım Öge, Head of the Department of Advertising, and Lect.

Meltem Koç Kaplan from the AB Vocational School Marketing Program, was

published in the December 2025 issue of ESSACHESS – Journal for

Communication Studies, a journal indexed in Scopus.

Department of Advertising 42



iauif www.aydin.edu.tr 444 1 428

43

Academic Publication

Advertising Department Assistant Professor Dr. İlkay Burak

Taşkıran’s research article titled “A Bibliometric Analysis of

Postgraduate Theses on Sponsorship in Turkey,” co-

authored with Research Assistant Halil Altunkaya, has been

published in the Afyon Kocatepe University Journal of

Social Sciences.

Department of Advertising
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Book Chapter

The book chapter titled “CEO Charisma: Corporate

Impact, Transformation, and Performance” by Dr. İlkay

Burak Taşkıran from the Department of Advertising has

been published in the book “CEO Brand and Personal

Branding”, edited by Prof. Dr. Emet Gürel and released

by Detay Publishing.

Department of Advertising
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UYGAR Meeting

Under the leadership of our Vice Rector, Prof. Dr. Füsun

Terzioğlu, a Coordination Board meeting was held with the

participation of Prof. Dr. Berrin Erdağ, Coordinator of the

Application and Research Centers; Dr. Utku Bulut Şimşek,

Director of TEKMER/TTPYO; Assoc. Prof. Ayten Övür,

Director of the New Media Application and Research Center;

and the directors of other application and research centers.

Department of Television Journalism and 

Programming

44



iauif www.aydin.edu.tr 444 1 428

Elected as Faculty Student Representative

Our third-year THP student, Mevlüt Tosun, has been

elected as the student representative of the Faculty of

Communication. We wish him continued success.

Department of Television Journalism and 

Programming

45
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Event

Our event titled “Multilayered Podcast Editing” with

independent journalist Özlem Kahveci took place at

the Faculty of Communication Studio.Participants

gained valuable insights into the podcast production

process and multilayered sound editing.

Department of New Media and 

Communication
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Industry Experience

As part of the Historical Cities Union documentary filming

conducted at the Beyoğlu ÇEKÜL Foundation, information

was provided regarding set assistance and set processes.

This briefing on the filming process was conducted under

the guidance of Lecturer Onur Atıcı, during which general

knowledge was gained about team operations, shooting

planning, and basic set organization.

Department of New Media and 

Communication
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Event

As part of the New Media Meetings, an event titled “Branding and

Visual Identity” was held with Sandra Kharnoub. During this

session, which focused on how brand identity is strengthened

through the visual world, participants had the opportunity to gain

inspiring insights on a wide range of topics, from branding

processes to the fundamental components of visual identity.

Department of New Media and 

Communication
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Presantation

Research Assistant İbrahim Öksüz from the Department of Radio,

Television, and Cinema (English) presented his study titled “Data

Selves and Digital Surveillance: A Feminist Evaluation Through the Flo

Application” at the 7th New Media Conference, organized by the

Faculty of Communication at Istanbul Gelişim University on December

4–5.

Department of Radio, Television and Cinema

(English)
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Publication

The paper presented by Dr. Tuğba Gülal, Head of the Department of

Radio, Television, and Cinema (English), at the 4th Barcelona

Conference on Arts & Media and Culture, held in Spain from

September 30 to October 4, 2025, was selected from among many

submissions and published in full in the conference proceedings.

Department of Radio, Television and Cinema

(English)
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