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Bu tez dogudan Fatima Mernissi ve Amina Wadud’un kadina bakig acisin1 ve batidan
ise Virginia Woolf’un kadin haklar1 ile ilgili diisiinceleri iizerine odaklanmaktadir.
Fatima Mernissi ve Amina Wadud Ortadogu’da ve diger Islam iilkelerinde kadin
haklar1 konusunda Onemli bir etkiye sahiptir. Bu iki 6nemli feminist yazar
bulunduklar iilke ve toplumlarda, yurtdiginda ve 6zellikle France ve Amerika’da
kadin haklar1 konusunda toplumu yonlendiren yazarlar olarak kabul gérmektedir. Her
iki yazar da cinsiyet ayrimciligi ve kadin haklari {izerine odaklanmistir. Yazmus
olduklar kitaplarla Ortadogu’da 6zellikle Fas, Cezayir, Tunus ve Misir’da topluma
yon vermislerdir. Diger feminist yazalar gibi, Mernissi, 6zellikle Islam iilkelerinde,
cinsiyet ayrimciligindan kaynaklanan sikintilar ve her iki cinsiyetin ¢aligma ve yasam
alanlarinda ortaya ¢ikan problemleri lizerine odaklanmistir. Mernissi bir Miisliiman
feminist yazar olarak biitiin giiciinii Miisliiman toplumlarda erkek hegemonyasindan
kaynaklanan yoksulluk, cehalet cinsel istismar, ayrimcilik ve bu problemlerin
iistesinden gelmek i¢in harcamistir. Bu problemlerle savagsmak ve miicadele etmek i¢in
iki yontem se¢mistir. Birincisi; kadin ve cinsiyet ayrimeiligr ile ilgili erkek soylemine
kars1 ¢cikmak. Ikincisi; bu miicadelede basarili olmak i¢in kadinlarm sesinin ¢ikmasini
tesvik etmek ve onlar1 kendilerini ifade etmeleri igin gerekli kaynaklari liretmelerine
yardime1 olmak. Ayn1 zamanda bu tezde Ibrahimi dinlerde erkek hegemonyasindan
kaynaklanan problemler ve bu dinlerdeki topluma 6rnek olan feminist yazarlar ve bu
yazarlarin toplumu o6zellikle kadini yonlendirme konusunda yapmis olduklar
calismalar ifade edilmeye calisilmistir. Bu yazarlar islam iilkelerinde ki ataerkil
diisiincenin bilerek Kur’an ve hadis gibi kutsal kaynaklar1 erkek ¢ikarlarina ve
diisincesine uygun yorumladiklarini ve kadin1 digladiklarini ifade etmekteler. Bu da
gosteriyor ki Ibrahimi dinlerde kadinlar bu ilahi kaynaklar yanlis yorumlanarak kadin
toplumdan dislanmis ve elde etmesi gereken hi¢bir hakki elde edememistir. Kadinlar
hangi dine mensup olursa olsunlar, din ayrimi yapmadan haklarin1 elde etmek ve
erkekle ayni haklara kavusmak igin beraber ¢alismali ve bu problemlerin iizerine
odaklanmalidir. Kadinlarin bu haklarini elde etmek i¢in dini kaynaklar tekrar bastan
ele alinmal1 ve kadinlar tarafindan bastan yorumlanmalidir, ancak bu sekilde kadinlar
bu kaynaklarda kendilerine yer bulabilirler. Ayrica bu tez Mernissi’nin, Gazali’nin
kadin haklar lizerine yazmis oldugu eserlerini elestirmesi ve bu elestirinin haksizlig
ve yanlishig1 tizerinde durmaktadir. Mernissi kadina bakis ag¢is1 yoniinden Gazali ve
Freud arasinda biiyiik bir fark olmadigini diisiinmektedir. Her iki felsefecinin de kadin1
asagiladigim diistinmektedir. Mernissi Gazali’nin kadinin muhakkak kontrol altinda
tutulmast gerektigini ifade ettigini, aksi takdirde topluma tehdit olusturdugunu
soyledigini iddia etmektedir. Gazali’ye gore toplumu korumanin en iyi yontemi kadini
izole etmektir. Bu diisiincenin yanlighgi tezde ifade anlatilmaktadir.



ABSTRACT

Ghazali and Freud through the Eyes of Fatima Mernissi: Misconception of Women’s
Rights in Islam

Cengiz KOC

This thesis will focus on Fatima Mernissi’s and Amina Wadud’s views of feminism
from the Eastern perspective and Virginia Woolf’s ideas from the West. Fatima
Mernissi’s and Amina Wadud’s influence extend throughout the Middle East and into
other Islamic countries. They are recognized as public figures in their countries and
abroad, especially in France and the United States where they are still famous amongst
feminist groups. Their focus is on gender discrimination and women’s issues. They
always seek to supervise the publication of their books and articles on the legal status
of women in Middle Eastern countries, especially Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and
Egypt. Similar to other feminist writers, Mernissi concentrates on women’s problems
related to the issues of gender discrimination and the problems between the sexes in
different areas, especially problems women encounter in Muslim countries. She has
especially underlined the problems of women who live in Middle Eastern countries.
As an lIslamic feminist writer, Mernissi focuses on poverty, illiteracy, sexual
oppression, and dominance by men in Muslim societies. She chooses to fight these
problems in two ways, by being subject to the dominant Muslim male discourse related
to women and their sexuality, and second, by providing the silent woman with a voice
to articulate about their own narratives. In this thesis | also try to demonstrate some
realities about gender discrimination which some well-known feminists are recognized
in all Abrahamic religions. They all argue that in Muslim societies men deliberately
misinterpret sacred texts and try to exclude women from the public sphere in those
countries. These feminist writers show how patriarchal societies of the Abrahamic
religions have ignored women and how they have manipulated people by
misinterpreting the texts. In fact, women from Abrahamic religions must work together
to gain their rights in different cultures or societies. In addition, Muslim feminists
declare that these sacred texts should be reinterpreted by women, not men. Women
must re-handle all these texts according their own experience as women. In fact, the
dispute was caused by the patriarchal ideas in the Abrahamic religions. So, due to this
problem prevailing in two religions, all the sacred texts and books should be
reinterpreted according to benefits of women, and women should no longer be ignored
in these texts. This thesis also concentrates on Mernissi’s misinterpretation and
misunderstanding of Ghazali and Ghazali’s ideas about women in Islam. Mernissi
argues that there is no great differences between Freud and Ghazali in terms of their
ideas about women. She claims that both philosophers humiliate and see women
inferior. She believes that Ghazali is at fault because he thinks that women’s sexual
power should be controlled, otherwise it is a threat to the society. Ghazali claims that
isolation of women is very crucial for protecting Muslim society. However, Mernissi
focuses on sexual ideology and thus criticizes Ghazali.



